
NO  LIMITS ... 

Dear CERT Family, 

As I write this I have just returned from leading my twenty-second mission trip for CERT – this one to the restricted re-
gion of the Amazon Jungle. Every mission trip teaches many lessons, but there is usually one that stands out above all 
others.  It was a lesson about not giving into perceived limitations or problems that could hold us back from doing the 
things God wants us to do.  
 

First, In John 16:33, Jesus said: “In this world 
you will have trouble. But take heart! I have 
overcome the world.” 

 

In this world we are faced with many trials, prob-
lems, challenges, and troubles. When we are 
faced with those things we should take heart be-
cause Jesus, our Lord and Master, has overcome 
all the problems the world can throw at us; 
through Him we can have victory. 
  

The Apostle Paul knew this to be true, when he 
wrote Philippians 4:13, “I can do everything 
through him who gives me strength.” 

  

Let me share two stories and persons  
who impacted my life on this mission. 
 

Michael Hood was one of the men on our Ama-
zon team. He is a biomedical engineer from Indi-
anapolis, Indiana. He loves adventure, and is pas-
sionate about his faith in Jesus Christ.  He was 
the epitome of a team player – willing to do 
whatever was needed. Michael was born deaf  
and communicates mainly by reading lips.  
  

When I met Michael and discovered that he is deaf, my first thought was “What in the world is he doing on this team 
and how is this going to work?” Our mission into the restricted region of the Amazon is the most physically demanding, 
and the most dangerous of all the CERT International mission trips.  
 

I soon learned that Michael refuses to let his being deaf keep him from living a full and productive life as Jesus would 
have him live.  He has worked hard to compensate for his being deaf. 
 

He pays close attention to his surroundings.  He constantly asks questions to be sure he understands things.   
He thinks things through in advance so to be prepared for whatever happens.  He prays a lot. 
 

I think it is safe to say that Michael is more alive, more productive and effective, and more fun to be with than many  
people who can hear.  For Michael, living with Jesus he is able to live victoriously despite his being deaf. 
 

Most of the limitations we let hold us back in life are limitations we have placed upon ourselves. We engage in  
negative thinking, make excuses, and rationalize why we can’t do this or that.  However in Christ we can do all the 
things He wants us to do. 

 

“Jesus does not always call the equipped, but he always equips the called.” 

Jim & Michael in Manu Parks’  

remote amazon village, tayacome  

April 25, 2015 



The second inspiring example I saw on this mission trip came from Tomas and Norma Deza. Tomas is the pastor of 
the church that CERT started in the village of Boca Manu, Peru. Boca Manu is the base of operations for our Amazon  
mission teams. Tomas and Norma have been there for eight years. 
 

Three years ago … massive flooding threatened to destroy a large part of the village, including the church building and 
the Pastor’s home. Consequently more land had to be purchased on which to rebuild the church and house for the pastor.  
Tomas, Norma, and the members of the church have been working diligently ever since to reconstruct the church and 
house. 
 

As of this writing the church building is 90% 
complete. Tomas and Norma live in a little room 
in the back of the church which is supposed to be 
the library. The bathroom is across the yard in a 
shed.  The kitchen is also in a shed across the 
yard. The shower is around back … a small  
enclosure with an elevated bucket and a hose.  
 

Living like this is extremely difficult, but they 
are committed to doing it for the sake of Christ 
in the village of Boca Manu.  For them there are 
no hardships or challenges they cannot meet as 
long as they draw their strength from Jesus.  
For Tomas and Norma there are no limits of  
what they can do for Christ with His help.   
  

We should all ask ourselves, “What limits have I 
imposed on myself?”  “What things could I be 
accomplishing for Jesus if I would only rely on 
Jesus and not on myself?” 

 

In the Amazon the rainy season is now ending and the dry season is about to begin. We are attempting to raise $4000 to 
complete the construction of the house this year, during the dry season. Would you help us do that?   
 

Please search you heart and give a special gift to help us complete the house for these dear and faithful servants.  They 
are making great sacrifices in a difficult ministry field.  
 

Thank you in advance for your faithful support of the ministry of CERT International. Thank you for your prayers and 
generous gifts. And thank you for shaking off all those self-imposed limitations and going forward in the Name and 
Power of Jesus Christ, accomplishing great things for His Kingdom. 
 

        God Bless, 

 

        Jim Mersereau 

        Vice-President of Operations  

 

P.S.  Please see the ADDENDUM of projects and 

 needs  to pray and give as God leads you. 
         

Jim, Tomas & Norma asking for your prayers 

and financial support to complete the new 

buildings. the river washed the old land away.   

P.O. Box 763 - Crossville, TN 38557 – Ph. 931.707.9328 – Fax 931.707.9406  E-mail: cert@certinternational.org – Web: www.certinternational.org 

Jim 


