
CHRISTMAS IS LIFE 

Merry Christmas Family, 

2014 years ago … LOVE came down to give us LIFE. Emmanuel, 
God with us, a babe wrapped in flesh, knowing that one day … He would willingly 
lay down His life, so that we might KNOW what it is to truly LIVE.  

EVERY DAY we thank God for you … for your love, your prayers, your friendship. 
Your eternal investments make a way for others to FIND what it is to really LIVE.   

“Only those who throw away their lives for my sake and for the sake of the Good News will ever know what it means  
to really live." (Mark 8:35 LB)  As we reflect on this Christmas season … What makes us fully alive?  Or, when do 
we feel that we are “really living?”  Please ponder the following:    

2014 years later …  17 year old Andres and the rest of the interpreters got on the bus with  
the CERT team. On our way to the first day’s clinic, one by one the interpreters came to the front of the bus to  
introduce themselves and tell us “why they are here”. The patent answer was to work on my English, serve  
God and help the people, except for Andres.   
 

Andres said, “I am here to make money so I can buy my girlfriend a 
new pair of shoes”.  He then scurried to the back of the bus as everyone 
laughed. We thought he was having fun with us, but he was dead serious. 
With the Lord guiding, Andres served as a dental assistant/interpreter 
with long standing CERT dentist, Dr. Esther Chueng. 

As the clinics progressed, Andres and I got closer. He is a really neat guy, 
deep in thought and quiet reserved. Every day at lunch, as I made sand-
wiches, Andres would stand at my shoulder as the rest of the team passed 
through …taking theirs with them. After a couple days of that, I encour-
aged other team members to take him along. It was beautiful to watch … 
LOVE came down and poured LIFE to Andres.  

At the end of the first week, Andres asked to speak with me on the way home. He 

said his original plan was to only work one week, because he had a job next week 

that would pay more money.  He went on to say, he had never been a part of 

“anything like this” and asked if he could help us next week too.  Wow ! 

The following Monday on the bus, I asked Andres to tell the team what he had told me. You can imagine how the team 
embraced him … AMAZING LOVE … it wasn’t just raining … it was pouring. At the end of the mission, Andres 
thanked one of the team members for spending so much time with him. He said no one had ever given him that much 
mentoring love and attention … he was most thankful. 

One of our fondest recruiting lines is “mission trips change lives”. Yes, we GO to touch the physical  
and preach the gospel, “hoping God may use us to change their lives”, but often it is us who are changed  
the most. Because of your Kingdom investments with CERT, we witness countless stories like Andres,  
providing all with a touch of ABUNDANT LIFE … thanks to you!  

Saving Lives & Healing        Since 1974  
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Most of you are familiar with our partnership with Pittsburg State University (PSU).  2015 will be our fifth year/trip with 
PSU… providing pre-med students with the opportunity to shadow healthcare professionals in remote clinics abroad. 
One of the students from our trip this past May, much like Andres came for one reason, but she too came to  
realize that … Jesus gives us so much more.  

PSU student Trista Dugan wants to be a doctor. She is doing “all she can” 
as an undergrad to get into med school. One of the main reasons PSU part-
ners with CERT is that we provide their students an opportunity to serve  
clinically abroad, enhancing their chances of getting in med school.    

We have had much correspondence with Trista since our trip to Peru’s Andes 
last May.  Not long after the mission, she sent a joyous email telling us that 
her pastor had asked her to share her experience with the church. She was 
elated! They sent us a DVD copy of the service, and Trista’s testimony. 
Once again … the Lord took a little and turned it into abundance when  
Trista came to realize and testified: 

“I wasn’t in Peru to do medicine, I was in Peru to grow and share my faith.” 
 

There is much more “abundance” to Trista’s story, as there is to Andres’. Truth of the matter is, when we do a little in 
His name, He turns our little into His abundance and guides us to find … what it is to truly live.  

The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came that  
they may have life and have it abundantly. (John 10:10 ESV)  

 

2014 years ago … God sent His Son on a mission trip; including the Cross 

for our sins … so we might Live. One of these days we’re going to see the Hands 
that took the nails for us. As we reflect on this incomprehensible truth this 

Christmas, what will we give to our Lord and Savior … who gave us everything? 
 

May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in him, so that you  
may overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. In Jesus name ><> 

 Merry CHRISTmas, 

 

  

 Bruce Rainwater  
 CERT Staff 

 PS … Please send your best gift today … so others will come to KNOW … that CHRISTMAS IS LIFE. 

Trista Dugan with a new friend  

P.O. Box 763 - Crossville, TN 38557 – Ph. 931.707.9328 – Fax 931.707.9406  E-mail: cert@certinternational.org – Web: www.certinternational.org 

Here is a just a few of the endless prayer requests and financial pleas from around the world:  
 A mammography machine was recently donated to CERT. The machine is still in Arizona, we and our Mexico  
 partners are “doing all we can” to make it a part of this country wide outreach. Please pray!  

 $10,100.00 is needed to purchase sewing machines, materials and supplies for three tailoring centers in  
Afghanistan. With your help, 24 poor widows and young girls will graduate at years end and receive a  
sewing machine to help launch their own businesses. 

 $650 will provide CHRISTMAS / LIFE for dozens of children in Peru’s most remote Amazon Jungle. 

 $8 buys and smuggles a Bible into Moldova, from Romania ><> How many do we send … ? 

Bruce 
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