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July25, 2008 THE BIBLE !

Dear CERT Family,

Try to imagine life as a young Gypsy child, in a poor village, in the Transy| =
nia mountains of Central Romania. Your family of eight lives in a small tw¢
room house with a dirt floor, no electricity, and no indoor plumbing. During
harsh Romanian winters the house is heated by a small stove that burns ¢
husks. There never seems to be enough food.

Al t hough you are ten years old youbve neve been
In Romania the public schools are free but parents have to pay for supplies and books; otherwise, the
children arenét accepted. Your parents, | ike most

your whole life will be lived just like this, in this same village, and your future looks bleak.

Now imagine a new church has been started in the village by Christians from another town. In addition
to Sunday School classes for children, and lively worship services, the people of that church also bake
bread to feed the hungry families of the village during the winter months. Your own family has received
some and it sure was good!

Then one day, the pastor from the church comes to visit your parents. He says that the church would like
to pay for the supplies and books so you and your brothers and sisters can go to school! Of course your
parents agree and arrangements are quickly made for you to start school. How exciting! You are going
to learn thingsYou are going to learn to read!

My friends, what | have described above is a true story. Those conditions exist in many Gypsy villages
where CERT ministers. And most Gypsy children do not go to school for the very reason stated above.

However, Pastor Florin Boruga has led the congregation of Betinia Baptist Church in Sighashora to start
mission churches in five Gypsy villages. This church is so committed to their mission work among the
Gypsies they have designated a full 20% of the <ch

With the assistance of CERT teams, and with the financial backing of CERT donors, free medical and
dental clinics are conducted, Vacation Bible Schools are held, bread is baked and distributed in the
winter months, and yes, school supplies are provided.
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Last year generous CERT donors
like yourself provided the funds
needed so 134 Gypsy children
could go to school for a whole year.
For most of them it was their first
year in schooéver!

(please see other side)
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Recently a CERT team returned from conducting
VBS and medical and dental clinics in two of thosp
villages. While they were there they met dozens qf
those Gypsy children who had just completed thejr
first year of school. It was a powerful and heart
touching scene as one child after another came up to
our CERT team leaders to demonstrate their new,

reading skills. One Ilifttle girl excitedly exclaim
can read the Bible!d Now, please donét misp that.
She didndét say Al can| read! 0 She said Al | can

readt he Bi bl el o

Friends, thank you so much for helping to make such a thing possible. It is only through your generous
giving that CERT teams are able to impact lives for Christ like this.

I want to challenge you to help make it possible again this year. Just as in America, the children and
families in Romania are preparing for the new school year. But again in Romania the parents will have
to pay for the books and supplies. And again most

134 Gypsy children are hoping and praying to be able to attencgéoeindyear of school. Many others
are hoping that this year they can be included in the prograf@tBdqR T 6 S g o a | is to provi
for 200 Gypsy children to go to school this year.

It will cost $50 to get the books and supplies each child needs for a year. Would you be part of helping

to fulfill a childds simple dream of being able t
local church, as a ministry to the village. Consequently many of these children, and their families, are

being drawn into the church and introduced to Jesus.

Your donation to CERT will make a difference not just in this lifetime, but for eternity.

This September we have another team scheduled to return to this same area. However, due to skyrocket-
ing airfares and the weak American doll ar, l dm no
you to consider giving a special gift to help finance that September team. We feel an urgent need to

build on the great work done by the VBS / medical team that has just returned. But we need your help.

I urge you to act today. You can be the answer to
Your partner in His ministry,
Ken

Dr. Ken Daugherty
President

PS. Pl ease dondét del ay i n vyourChildrensane waitisgga We ne
hear if they will be able to attend scho®ur September team is waiting to know if they will go
or not. So much depends on how you respond today.

WILL YOU HELP US LEARN TO READ TOO?



