REACHING GYPSIES FOR
CHRIST IN ROMANIA

August 23, 2008

Dear CERT family,

God is moving among Gypsies in Romania in an amaz
support. Let me share with you some of the things that God is doing.

THE LIFE OF A GYPSY LSy
To describe the life of a Gypsy in Roma-

nia in one worde 0 H A R DWith the ex-

ception of a very f
poor. Many live in houses with dirt floors,
no electricity, no indoor plumbing and no o
jobs except in the season of crop planting| .=
and harvest time. Lo e

Most live off the land or work as day labor
ers on farms. In the long, cold, harsh wint
there is no work and consequently very litt
food, if any. Most gypsy children do not at
tend school because their parents cannot
ford the school supplies that are required

In the minds of most Romanians, the gyp9
culture promotes lying, stealing, begging,
immorality, and domestic violence. They put their children on the streets to beg.

They are lookeduponasasttu | t ur e, dirty and di shonestéoutcast s

Tragically, there has been very little effort in the past from the Christian churches to reach out to the
Gypsies with the Gospel and the love of Christ. Most gypsy villages have no churches and no
evangelical witness.

PLANTING CHURCHES IN GYPSY VILLAGES

Florin Boruga, pastor of Betinia Baptist Church in Sighisoara, Romania, challenged his church to start
five mission churches in impoverished gypsy villagés.also led his church to designate 20% of
their church budget to mission outreach.

This is unprecedented in Romania. There is a lot of prejudice toward Gypsies and even evangelical
churches have been slow in reaching out to them..

Pastor Boruga designed a model of outreach to the Gypsies that is reaping incredible results. We might
call it a social service ministry that says to the gypsy commuhitye car e about you. o

e Church members bake bread and deliver it to hungry gypsy families.
e The church with CERT6s aid provides school sup
e Free medical/dental clinics are provided by our CERT teams of volunteers.
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The Gypsies are responding to the love and care that the members of Betinia Baptist Church are showing
and the churches are growing. There is a wonderful response to the Gospel by the Gypsies.

BREAD FOR SURVIVAL

Pastor Borugads <clhurch has built | arge
brick ovens in two gypsy villages for
baking bread. In the winter months
church members partner with the village
people and bake large quantities of
bread. These loaves of bread are deliy-
ered to hungry families by the church
me mber s . Jesus als the ABread of Lifebo
is shared with the families and they ar¢
invited to the church. Realizing that hefe
is a church and Christians who care
about them, the Gypsies are respondifg.

14

We need to see that each of the other
three churches get an urgently needed
large brick oven. The Scripture tells us in Psalm 1-86:7

AHe upholds the cause of the oppressed a
The Lord sets prisoners free, the Lord gives sight to the blind, the Lord
|l ifts up those who are bowed down and th

A GROWING GYPSY FELLOWSHIP

To encourage the believers in the five new churches, pastor Boruga and his church sponsor a conference
every three months for a full day of music, worship, games and feasting. This is a big day in the villages.
They rotate to a different gypsy church each quarter. They reach out and invite all the Gypsies in the
village to attend.

One big problem that pastor Boruga has is a lack of transportation Gypsy transportation is mostly

by horse drawn wagons or wal king. Pastor Borugab
guarterly conferences. They desperately need a second van for transporting Gypsies who want to go to
church but have no means of getting there.

CALLED TO HIS OWN

Pastor Boruga has a younger brother, Sabin, who is a student at a seminary in Texas. He is also on staff
at a American church in Crockett, Texas.

Sabin has offers to stay here in America, but feels God wants him to return to Romania to reach his own
people for Christ. His heart is to work with his brother, pastor Florin Boruga, and expand the ministry
and outreach of Betinia Baptist Church in Sighisoara. This is most unusual. Many who come to Amer-
ica to study or visit want to stay here.

Romania is experiencing what is often referred to
people are leaving the country in droves. It is much easier for them to do this now that Romania is part
of the European Union.

Sabin has said finoo to the opportunities offered
Romania and reach his own people and country for Christ. CERT is teaming up with the Romanian
church in Crockett, Texas to help Sabin and his family return to minister in Romania.



