“JESUS GAVE ME
BACK MY DADDY"”

NTERNATIONAL

Osiel Avendano was a young boy who lost his father to alaholi
Oh the father, Oseas, was still alive. In fact helgtiid at home. But he was
so consumed by his addiction to alcohol he was completepable of being
a husband, father, protector or provider. As a resuélJgs mother and his
sisters lived in poverty so extreme tleagn the poorest people of rural Mexico
considered them poor.
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OSIEL AVENDANO

Osiel's grandfather was a good godly man who loved the Lafghaimted Osiel to Jesus at a young age. So
Osiel grew-up knowing that Jesus saves sinners and in HiMIfbope for his father. After his grandfather
passed away Osiel’s father moved the family to the otteraf town, to purposely separate Osiel from his
Christian friends and church family the years that followed Osiel longed to be part ofulmahand he prayed
that Jesus would soon save his father.

In 2004 a young seminary student named Isaac Guzman, fragHhéacy seminary in Oaxaca, Mexico,

started a church close to Osiel's home and Osiel quidame a regular attendee. Pastor Guzman was over-
whelmed with compassion and love for the boy — and he was
grieved by the tragic circumstances in Osiel's home. &oP
Guzman and the members of the new church began pour
out the love of Christ upon the entire family, especialy to
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The church helped repair and furnish the small rundown s /‘f
the family called home. They provided food and clothing. |
They offered consolation and compassion. But more than - W 4
they loved them in the Name of Jesus and shared the Got
News of the Gospel with Oseas at every opportunity.

It took almost two years but one day the Holy Spirit broke -

through Oseas’ alcohol clouded mind, convicted him deef o5|EL AND PASTOR ISAAC GUZMAN
his heart, and Oseas came to Jesus for the forgiveness of
sins. The transformation in him was abrupt and startlitegwas immediately delivered from his alcoholism;
he quickly became the husband and father his family needédDaeas became a bold witness for Christ.
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THE AVENDANO “HOME” AND OSIEL’'S 3-YEAR-OLD SISTER IN THEIR KITCHEN




Today there’s a new church in

Osiel's neighborhood. It's a house
church that meets in his home — and
his father Oseas is the most faithful
member. Pastor Guzman comes on
Sundays to preach but all throughout
the week Oseas himself preaches and
evangelizes in the streets. And, perhaps
most touching of all, Osiel has his fa-
ther back. The relationship between
father and son has been restored. Osie
expressed it best when he saiESUS
GAVE ME BACK MY DADDY.”

That touching story is a wonderful re-
minder of what Jesus did for us. He
makes it possible for us to be restored
in our relationship with the Father. In
the story above it was the father who
had strayed. In our case we are the one
who have wandered away. In both
cases it's the love and sacrifice of Jesus
that makes the restoration possible.

At Christmas we celebrate the fact that |

God sent His only Son to earth to bring
us back into a right relationship with
Him. It's through faith in Christ that

our relationship with our Heavenly Fa-
ther is restored. That’s what happened
to Oseas Avendano and it's also a story
we see repeated over and over in many
areas where CERT serves. Lost sinners
rescued from the depravity of their sins
and restored to a full, rich relationship
with their Heavenly Father. That's what
Christmas is all about.

It is you, our faithful partners, who
continue to make it possible for CERT
teams to go to places like Oaxaca,
Mexico, so we can partner with ser-
vants like Isaac Guzman, and be part of
wonderful salvation stories like Oseas

Avendano.To God be the Glory!
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THE “NEW” HOUSE CHURCH

S

A FAMILY RESTORED ... BY THE FATHER

Saving Lives & Healing Hearts Since 1974



